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Call for application1 
Study on migration and asylum in the Maghreb 

 
 
 
The Euro-Mediterranean Network of Human Rights (EMHRN) wishes to launch a study on migration 
and asylum in the Maghreb countries. This study will be based on literature reviews and field studies 
to be undertaken in close cooperation with EMHRN’s member organizations working in the fields of 
human rights, migration and asylum. 
 
Researchers are invited to send their application to the EMHRN, the latest on 28 th of September 
2009, 14.00 (Paris time) , together with all requested information, to the attention of Rim Hajji: 
emhrn.ma@euromedrights.net, cc to: csi@euromedrights.net  
 
The EMHRN will announce the results of its final selection,  by 15th of October 2009, the latest. 
 
The selected main researcher will present his/her m ethodology to the members of the EMHRN 
working group on migration and asylum, at the occas ion of a meeting scheduled in Cyprus, on 
Saturday 31 st of October 2009 . The main researcher is thus requested to book thi s date in his 
agenda. Travel expenses will be covered by the EMHR N. 
 
  
General objective of the study  
 
The study should mainly analyze the legal and administrative framework applicable to migrants, 
refugees and asylum seekers (MRAS) in the Maghreb countries (Morocco, Algeria, Tunisia and Libya), 
with a particular interest on the impact of this framework on the protection of their rights. The research 
should, among other things, identify the main deficiencies (de jure and de facto) in terms of protecting 
the rights of the MRAS. 
 
Scope  
 
Geographical scope  
 
The research will focus on Morocco, Algeria, Tunisia and Libya.  
 
Thematic  
 
The research will analyze, for each country, the general framework in the field of migration and 
asylum, the situation of MRAS and activities and priorities of civil society organizations. The 
information gathered will be collated and analyzed at the regional level. 
 
Content of the research  
 
The research will consist of two parts:  
 

- Fact sheets: A fact sheet should be made for each country. The sample attached should 
serve as a basis for preparing the sheet. (See as an example the sheets already made for the 
Mashrek countries: link to fact sheets).  

 

                                                 
1 These terms of reference can be discussed and adjusted if the main researcher deems it necessary. All 
activities will be implemented in coordination and agreement with EMHRN’s project coordinator. 
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In addition to the description of the legal and administrative framework, a critical analysis 
should be made of the impact of this framework on the protection of the rights of MRAS. 
Reform recommendations should be made for each country. 

 
- Narrative section (regional): this part (50 pages maximum) must include at least the following 
elements2:  
 
Analysis of the different migration and asylum flows from and through the Maghreb countries. 
It will describe, at the regional level, the major flows of migrants and refugees in the Maghreb 
region, indicating the contexts in which these movements take place.  
 
Description of the cooperation framework between the EU and the Maghreb countries and 
critical analysis of the impact of such cooperation, in terms of the protection of migrants and 
refugees.  
 
If possible, the researchers will seek to identify cooperation programmes with the EU and/or 
EU member states in relation to migration and border control. They will question the impact of 
such policies in relation to migrants’ and refugees’ protection. 

 
Description of major types of violations to which migrants and refugees are subjected in the 
Maghreb region. The description should identify, as much as possible, the causes of these 
violations. Suggestions for reforms to be undertaken in order to offer better protection are to 
be made.  
 
 Particular attention will be given the following issues (as much as possible): 

- Unlawful arrest and detention of migrants and refugees 
- Right to appeal against a deportation measure 
- Access to justice 
- Concerning newborn children: possibility to register them and obtain birth 

certificates (including for children of irregular migrants) 
- Economic and social rights: access to education, health care and employment 
- Concerning migrant and refugee women: protection against violence and gender 

based discrimination 
- Racism and discrimination 

 
Identification of measures taken to ensure better protection of the rights of migrants and 
refugees (trainings with officials, ongoing reforms, etc).   
 
A summary about the work of civil society in the field of protection of migrants and refugees 
will also be made. The goal is not to make a comprehensive analysis of the activities of civil 
society, but to identify the different types of action undertaken in the region in connection with 
the protection of migrants and refugees, and to carry a reflection on the impact of the work of 
civil society in terms of protection.  
 
General/regional recommendations will then be made. 

 
Duties and Responsibilities  
 
The EMHRN will conclude individual contracts with a team of researchers3, including a "main 
researcher"4. Preferably, the team of researchers should be already identified by the main researcher 

                                                 
2 The order in which the various elements of the narrative section are presented may, if necessary, be modified by 
the researcher. Researchers are allowed to suggest in their methodology note (see below) other elements that 
they presume necessary. 
3 If necessary, contracts will be concluded with research centres, or equivalent. However, EMHRN will have the 
exclusive ownership of the report. 
4 An alternative would be that the contract is signed only with the main researcher; he/she will be in charge of 
directly sub contracting other researchers of his/her choice. 
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at the moment of the application. The EMHRN will give preference to research teams already 
established.  
 
The distribution of tasks between the various members of the research team must be specified in the 
framework of the methodology note (see below) presented by the researchers. In case the main 
researcher did not constitute a team of researchers when applying to this call, the choice of the 
remaining members will be made in agreement with the EMHRN and the main researcher at a later 
stage.  
 
The main researcher will, in close collaboration with EMHRN’s asylum and migration coordinator, be 
responsible for the coordination and the overall supervision of the study with the various members of 
the research team. The main researcher will be responsible for the delivery and the final result of the 
study, of drafting the narrative part, the conclusions as well as the final recommendations.  
 
The role of EMHRN   
 
The EMHRN (mainly EMHRN’s asylum and migration coordinator) will assist the researchers in their 
work. He will facilitate the contact with EMHRN’s member organizations in the different countries, as 
well as with the main actors in the European Union involved in the monitoring of migration policies in 
the Maghreb.  
 
The EMHRN will distribute the fact sheets to its members so as to collect some answers that may help 
researchers in their work.  
 
The EMHRN will have a say throughout the process of conducting the research, while respecting the 
independence of researchers. However, the EMHRN, as the study’s sponsor, could at any time 
suggest some areas of work/research to the research team and/or make comments on the conduct of 
the study.  
 
Throughout the process, the researchers will keep the EMHRN informed of the progress of their 
research.  
 
Draft versions of the study and the fact sheets will be sent to EMHRN, according to a precise timetable 
(to be specified in the general timetable proposed by the main researcher in his/her methodological 
note - see below). The EMHRN will then have the occasion to make comments and/or seek 
clarifications that must be taken into account by the researchers. The EMHRN will, in this context, 
consult its member organizations to collect their comments if necessary.  
 
The EMHRN will respect the independence of the researchers and will not try to steer the results 
related to their factual analysis of the situation. Researchers must respect the present terms of 
reference as well as elements of the methodological note, as approved by EMHRN.  
 
The researchers will not express any political opinions that are inconsistent with the positions adopted 
by the EMHRN’s Executive Committee. The formulation of policy recommendations will have to be 
approved by the EMHRN prior to publication. In case of disagreement, the EMHRN will have the final 
say.  
 
Gender  
 
The study must be gender-sensitive. The researchers are invited to specify in their methodological 
note how they intend to integrate a gender-sensitive approach. 
 
Ownership  
 
The EMHRN will have the exclusive ownership of the report and the fact sheets.  
 
The documents and information collected as part of the study will be the property of EMHRN. 
Researchers may, however, use them in their academic activities (or other), provided that the study of 
EMHRN is cited as a source.  
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Deadlines   
 
The study is to begin as soon as possible, taking into account the summer period and the period of 
Ramadan. The study should be conducted in a 4 month period. A presentation of the results will take 
place as part of a sub-regional meeting (Maghreb) in the first half of 2010, if possible. 
 
Methodology  
 
The main researcher is requested to present a methodological note, specifying how he/she intends to 
implement the various tasks described above (both for the narrative part as for the fact sheets). The 
methodological note must be approved by EMHRN.  
 
The main researcher should ensure the consistency of the approach and methodology used by all the 
researchers in the research team.  
 
The analysis by country (fact sheets) will be prepared through a literature review, supplemented by 
field interviews of the people/organizations involved (NGOs, UNHCR, IOM, interviews with migrants 
and refugees, European Commission Delegation, authorities if possible, etc). Member organizations of 
EMHRN will also be interviewed. In case the access to a country is not possible, the researchers and 
EMHRN will discuss the best way forward.  
 
The regional section will be mainly carried out through literature reviews, supplemented by the fact 
sheets’ findings.  
 
The researchers are asked to limit their visits to each country to a single visit for one researcher only. 
However, if it is absolutely justified, two visits (either 2 researchers or 2 visits) may take place in the 
same country.  
 
The methodological note submitted by the main researcher should at least include the following:  
 

- Introduction on the situation of migrants and refugees in the Maghreb (Max: 1.5 pages)  
-  Introduction on the EU action in the Maghreb region (Max: 0.5 pages)  
-  If applicable, a brief description of the members of the research team  
-  Description of the methodology used by the researchers (interviews, etc)  
-  Description of the distribution of tasks between members of the research team  
-  Number of field visits and division of tasks between researchers  
-  Breakdown of the total amount dedicated to the remuneration of the members of the research 

team (see below)  
-  Language in which the report and the fact sheets will be drafted.  
-  Proposal of an indicative timetable of the progress of the study, including periods of 

consultation with the EMHRN  
 
Researchers are also asked to attach a copy of their CVs and, if applicable, a list of their publications 
related to the subject. 
 
Researchers’ profile   

 
-  The main researcher must have an expertise in the field of the protection of migrants and 

refugees’ rights. An expertise in the field of the European cooperation policy with the Maghreb 
countries is also desirable. Knowledge of the Maghreb countries will be considered as an 
asset.  

 
-  The main researcher must be the author of publications (academic publications, books, 

newspaper articles, NGO reports, etc.) on the subject of protection of migrants and refugees - 
please attach a list of the most relevant publications.  

 
The other members of the research team must also demonstrate excellent analytical and 
writing skills and good knowledge of the subject.  
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-  Writing the narrative report and the fact sheets could be done in French or English, depending 
on the researchers’ preference. However, researchers must have a sufficient command of 
French. Knowledge of Arabic or, if relevant, English (mainly for Libya) is a plus. 

 
Remuneration  
 
A total of 20 000 Euros will be attributed to the team of researchers. The main researcher is asked to 
put forward in his/her note a breakdown of this allocation between the various members of the team.  
 
The EMHRN will reimburse the researchers for all the costs related to field visits, based on their actual 
costs or a lump sum refund (depending on the type of expenditure). 
 

CSI – 22/08/2009 
 


